
November  2009  

PRESIDENTôS CORNER  Linda Long  

Time for Change  

It is that time of the year where I say farewell to you and welcome 
our new President.   

 Before I do that, however I want to say what a great year it has 

been for me to be President for the Willamette Association of REAL-
TORS®.  I have developed stronger relationships with our members, 
other local directors, and with the state association.  

Our association had a fabulous turn out at Realtor® Day at the Capi-
tal.  Thank you!  

The newsletter keeps getting better and better, as does the website.  

The Public Relations Committee did a terrific job of letting the com-
munity know of our commitment and professionalism to them.  

The Education Committee brought in fantastic and informative 
speakers for our general membership meetings and the quarterly 

seminars.  

The Legislative Committee kept us up -to -date with what was going 
on during this past session at the Capital.  No easy task there!  

  The first of hopefully many years to come for Mr. Turkey -- A fund-
raiser to help support families in need at Fish House in Albany and 

The Holiday Community Food Drive in Corvallis.  

Thank you to Barb Thayer for a job well done.  

I have a new appreciation for volunteering.  It is time consuming 
and sometimes challenging, but the reward of self -satisfaction is 
well worth it!  

Please consider signing up for a committee, you wonôt be sorry. 

I am leaving with full confidence that Stuart Conser will do a won-
derful job for us.  I look forward to another great year of great lead-
ership from the Willamette Association of REALTORS®  

 

Sincerely,  

Linda Long  
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November 19, 2009  

11:30 am -1:00pm  

Diversity Panel on Cultural Awareness  

Allied Waste Boardroom  

1214 Montgomery  

Albany, OR  

 

Please RSVP  

Heidi Wills  

541 -704 -3450  

 

 

November 17, 2009  

Adair Village Club House  

Cost $10.00  

Time: 11:15 to 1:00 PM  

 

Installation 2010  

Board of Directors & Officers  

RSVP by email on or  before  

November 13,  2009  

realtors@waor.org  

 

November General Membership Meeting  WCR November Meeting  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*from Commissioner's Bulletin June 2009  
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In an effort to give all   the 

 members of our association a 

chance to participate in this 
great fundraisings event, 
our  donation collector, Mr. Tur-
key is available to visit your of-
fice for a day, a few days or a 

week. If you would like to play 
host to   Mr. Turkey, please email 
Mr. Turkey's driver Barb at the 
WAOR office.  
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Pending Home Sales maintained their uptrend in August. NARôs pending home sales index posted a reading of 
103.8 for the month ï a 6.4% increase from Julyôs 97.6 and 12.4% above the reading in August of 2008. Augusts' 
pending home sales index is the highest index since March of 2007 and the seventh consecutive month in which the 
index rose. On both a month to month and year over year basis, pending sales were up in every region of the coun-
try.  Read more >  

Existing -Home Sales Existing-home sales slipped 2.7% in August to a seasonally adjusted annual rate of 5.10 
million units ï 3.4% above their sales level in August of 2008. The national median sales price for an existing home 
was $177,700. The inventory of existing homes available for sale at the end of August fell to 3.62 million units ï an 
8.5-month supply at the current sales pace. Read more >  

New -Home Sales New home sales rose slightly in August, posting a seasonally adjusted annual rate of 429,000 

units ï 0.7% ahead of Julyôs revised rate of 426,000. New home inventory continued to decline to a 7.3 month supply 

at the current sales rate. That is down 3.9% from the previous month and more than 34% off its year -ago level.Read more >   

Housing Starts Housing starts also posted a small increase in August, registering 598,000 units ï up 1.5% from 

Julyôs level of 589,000. Despite the rise in August, starts were still 29.6% below their level a year ago. Building per-

mits ï generally a reliable indicator of future starts ï posted a seasonally adjusted annual rate of 579,000 ï 2.7% 

above Julyôs level. Read more >   

Housing Affordability  Housing affordability continued at very healthy levels. NARôs Housing Affordability Index 
(HAI) posted a reading of 159.1 in August ï up from Julyôs reading of 155.5 and significantly higher than the 125.8 
reading in August of 2008. Read more >  

 

Information courtesy of NAR Right Tools Right Now  

 

The sellerôs property disclosure statement under ORS chapter 105 will require new 
disclosures effective April 1, 2011. The link to the State Fire Marshalôs fact sheet on 
the new law and implementation dates for House Bill 3450 (2009) for carbon mon-

oxide detectors is here . Senate Bill 102 (2009) also amends the disclosure state-
ment requirements effective April 1, 2011 for fireplace inserts. Links to the two 
bills are here  for House Bill 3450 and here  for Senate Bill 102.  

Courtesy of the Oregon Real Estate Agency Commissioners bulletin October 2009  

New Seller's Property Disclosures  

A Snapshot of Monthly Housing Indicators  

http://www.realtor.org/wps/wcm/connect/RO-Content/ro/research/research/phsdata
http://www.realtor.org/wps/wcm/connect/RO-Content/ro/research/research/ehsdata
http://www.realtor.org/research/research/ecoindicator
http://www.realtor.org/research/research/ecoindicator
http://www.realtor.org/research/research/ecoindicator
http://state.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=44efeae44af612e9b6da74375&id=38d9d912e1&e=7493d7db24
http://state.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=44efeae44af612e9b6da74375&id=40ecd980fe&e=7493d7db24
http://state.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=44efeae44af612e9b6da74375&id=b55c9204a8&e=7493d7db24
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First Time in Oregon ï NARôs GREEN Designation is here! 

  

December 1 -3, 2009 ï Sheraton Hotel, Portland Airport  

  

The National Associationôs popular new GREEN Designation comes to Oregon December 1-3, 2009.  To 
earn the GREEN Designation you must complete the Core Course and one of the program electives, both 
of which will be offered at this session  

  

This Designation provides real estate professionals with knowledge and awareness of green building 
principles applied in residences, commercial properties and developments to help consumers in purchas-
ing, retrofitting and operating green properties.  

  

Course objectives include:  

  

¶ Green building concepts, principles and practices  

¶ Financial advantages of properties that are eco -friendly and energy efficient  

¶ Regulatory issues, zoning and building codes as they relate to sustainability  

¶ Sustainable communities and land planning  

ǒ    The significance of LEED, Energy Star and other rating systems.  

  

  

To learn more, click here  for the event flyer.  
 
Click here  for online registration options.  

 

NAR Green Designation  

http://takeaction.realtoractioncenter.com/ct/Kdv1Jen1FL1g/
http://takeaction.realtoractioncenter.com/ct/K7v1Jen1FL1b/
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Dear Fellow REALTOR®, 
 
With Congress moving quickly on a number of key issues, I wanted share some important news that 
you wonôt read in the newspapers. 
 
In my latest podcast, I explain why momentum is building ï both in Congress and the Administration 
ï in support of extending and possibly expanding the $8,000 first-time homebuyer tax credit.   
 
http://www.realtor.org/about_nar/presidents_report/_podcast_archive/mcmillan_credithealthreform_2
0091020 
 
My podcast also provides updates on other important activities in Washington, D.C., this week: 
 

¶ First, NARôs federal political coordinators are in town to urge Congress to act now on the tax 
credit.  If you havenôt yet sent a letter to your Representatives and Senators, please go to the 
REALTOR® Action Center now and answer the call. We are so close ï please keep pushing! 

http://takeaction.realtoractioncenter.com/campaign/hbtc?qp_source=dotorg&LID=RONav0019 

¶  
Second, NAR First Vice President Ron Phipps also was on Capitol Hill to testify before the Senate 
Banking Committee on the need to extend the tax credit and to address several remaining chal-
lenges in the real estate market.  I urge you to read Ronôs testimony and stay engaged in these 
issues in the months ahead. 

http://www.realtor.org/fedistrk.nsf/files/testim_sbhua_102009.pdf/$FILE/testim_sbhua_102009.pdf 
 

¶ Third, NAR continues to actively engage in the debate over healthcare reform.  We are meeting 
with key lawmakers and urging them to make sure the needs of small business owners and em-
ployees are a priority.  When a final bill emerges, NAR will take a position and explain exactly how 
the provisions will impact you ï our members. 

http://www.Realtor.org/healthreform 
 
On behalf of NAR, I thank you all for your participation in our ongoing advocacy efforts.  Thanks to 
you we are starting to see real progress in our markets and the economy.  I look forward to celebrat-
ing our success with all of you in San Diego, as we chart a new course, ñUnited Toward Tomorrow.ò 
Sincerely, 
 

 

From: Charles McMillan, 2009 NAR President  

http://go-to.realtor.org/r/RNMIJG/DWH4X/NA2J5/QADRC/O154Q/KI/h
http://go-to.realtor.org/r/RNMIJG/DWH4X/NA2J5/QADRC/O154Q/KI/h
http://go-to.realtor.org/r/RNMIJG/DWH4X/NA2J5/QADRC/L3Z7I/KI/h
http://go-to.realtor.org/r/RNMIJG/DWH4X/NA2J5/QADRC/L3Z7I/KI/h
http://go-to.realtor.org/r/RNMIJG/DWH4X/NA2J5/QADRC/HJC2K/KI/h
http://go-to.realtor.org/r/RNMIJG/DWH4X/NA2J5/QADRC/HJC2K/KI/h
http://go-to.realtor.org/r/RNMIJG/DWH4X/NA2J5/QADRC/KNA7E/KI/h
http://go-to.realtor.org/r/RNMIJG/DWH4X/NA2J5/QADRC/KNA7E/KI/h


 

        Page 6  



Graduate REALTOR® Institute (GRI)  

Do you want to earn the most widely recognized professional designation in the 
real estate industry today?  

Do you need continuing education credits for license renewal?  

Then the new GRI is right for you.  

The Oregon GRI Programôs updated and revised curriculum now gives you 3-for -1!  

Earn the prestigious GRI designation by completing GRI courses 100, 200 and 300;  

Earn the hours you need for license renewal; and  

If you are an óAdvanced Practice Student,ô earn 25.5 hours toward your Advanced 
Real Estate Practices requirement.  
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Graduate REALTOR® Institute (GRI)  

 

Upcoming GRI  Courses  

November 30 -  December 3, 2009  
Sheraton Portland Airport Hotel  

Click here  for GRI  registration form  

  

GRI  100  

Click here  for online registration  

GRI 200  
Click here  for online registration  

GRI 300  
Click here  for online registration  

 

 National GRI  Website  

http://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&source=hp&um=1&ie=UTF-8&cid=0,0,17864344615989518115&fb=1&hq=Sheraton+Portland+Airport+Hotel&hnear=Portland,+OR&gl=us&daddr=8235+NE+Airport+Way,+Portland,+OR+97220&geocode=5734701656952821208,45.583523,-122.578037&ei=B427SvT9
http://www.oregonrealtors.org/.docs/pg/400/rid/11063/f/GRI_Fall_2009.pdf
https://www.oregonrealtorsonline.org/default.aspx?event=222
https://www.oregonrealtorsonline.org/default.aspx?event=223
https://www.oregonrealtorsonline.org/default.aspx?event=224
http://www.realtor.org/griclear.nsf?OpenDatabase


 

 

                      Why Rent When You Can Buy -  Spanish Version Download  

Great for first time buyers, this piece outlines the financial benefits of owning a 

home versus renting.  

                                     Lead -Based Paint Reference Guide Download  

This informational booklet provides brokers and agents with facts and information 

about HUD/EPA lead -based paint regulations.   

                                  Get a Free Featured Blog  

The REALTOR.com® Featured Blog is exclusively available to REALTORS® who want 

to set themselves apart from the pack and have a competitive edge. Read our Step -

by -Step blogging article from Realtor Magazine.  

                         Center for REALTOR® Technology Blog  

Interested in the latest real estate technology developments? Then, you canôt miss 

the CRT blog. This web log delivers timely insights on technology tools & services 

you should know about. Stay current by subscribing to the CRT blog!   

             2008 NAR Profile of Home Buyers and Sellers Download -2009 Profile Coming    Nov. 13th.  

The latest update to our Homebuyers and Sellers Profile.  

                              NAR Education Matrix Download  

UPDATED in 2008 -A great tool for keeping members and educators informed on the 

official family of NAR designations and certifications!   

                                    TOOLS  YOU CAN USE           
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http://www.realtor.org/prodser.nsf/products/E186-95?OpenDocument
http://www.realtor.org/prodser.nsf/products/E141-558?OpenDocument
http://blogsignup.realtor.com/learnmore.aspx
http://blog.realtors.org/crt/
http://www.realtor.org/prodser.nsf/products/E186-45-08?OpenDocument
http://www.realtor.org/prodser.nsf/products/E151-1500?OpenDocument

